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 October Events 
RSVP 360-794-5488 

 

General Membership  
Luncheon  

Tuesday 10 -13-09 
Noon At the Rock Church 

16891 146th St SE 
*Check in begins at 11:30 AM 

*The lunch may run longer  

then normal due to the forum* 
 

Speaker: 

Monroeôs Candidate Forum 

Catered by Basil & Chives 
$15 registered or $18 at the door 

 
 

October Before Hours  
Friday 10 -16-2009 

7:30-8:30 
 

Sponsored by: 

Insurance Advisors NW  
& Tupperware  

Hosted at : 

The Monroe Chamber of  
Commerce 

111 W. Main Street  
 
 

The Monroe Chamber 

Ambassador Crab Feed  
Friday 10 -16-09 

 

French Creek Manor  
Doors Open at 6PM $25pp 

 9931 167th AVE SE,  
Snohomish, WA 98290 

 

 October After Hours  

Networking  

Thursday 10 -22-09 
5:00-7:00 PM 

 

Sponsored by: 

The Hitching Post Cafe  
107 W. Main Street 

 
 

 

 

October Chamber Spotlight - Monroe Public Schools Foundation  

 Monroe Public Schools Foundation is a non profit organization dedicated to supporting 

student learning within Monroe Public Schools. Organized in January 2006 Monroe  

Public Schools Foundation has contribute $69,900 in scholarships for continued learning, 

$ 23,500 in classroom enrichment grants to improve instruction, and $4,700 in  

emergency needs to help youth and their families during difficult times. 
 

 Building a foundation for education takes the efforts of all of us. State, local and federal dollars are not  

always enough to provide for the needs of our students and staff. Even with our public schoolôs careful  

stewardship of tax dollars there are many needs that cannot be met. Supporting collaborative partnerships 

between the community and the schools can make all the difference in the world to a young person. The 

Monroe Public Schools Foundation seeks to be that partner.   
 

Student scholarships:  Each spring more students apply than funds are available to help finance their  
further education. The foundation makes it easy for any individual or business interested in making an  

investment by offering a scholarship to graduating senior attending Monroe Public Schools. Scholarship 

donors set the scholarship criteria and scholarship applications are read and scored by committee in a 

ñblindò process. We welcome scholarship donors to participate in the selection process.  The foundation 

handles making sure the scholarship money is sent to the school of the studentôs choice and any paperwork 

involved with that process.  
 

Classroom Enrichment Grants: Grants are given annually to staff with innovative projects to improve 
learning. A committee reviews the applications and awards grants ensuring that support covers the  

spectrum of public education in Monroe. Amounts vary each year and are determined by community support 

for this program. A few examples of some of grants funded last year are: 

» Marching drum set for the MHS band  - $500 

» Graphing calculators for use in high school math classes - $725 

» Additional books and enrichment materials for Monroe Middle School Library - $1,000  

» Additional materials to support the Park Place Middle School language arts instruction - $1,000 

» Wireless listening center to improve 2nd graders literacy at Fryelands Elementary - $ 500 
 

Emergency Needs Program: The emergency needs program supports children and their families in need. 
Vouchers for food, clothing and shoe vouchers as well as gas cards, bus passes and laundry mat cards are 

able to be given to families in their time of need.    
 

Good schools make good communities, and good communities create good schools. Support for the Foun-

dation can come in numerous ways. This year the foundation hosted its first annual MPSF golf tournament 

in support of middle school and high school athletics.  
  

Ongoing way you can support the Monroe Public Schools Foundation:   

Star Awards:  Anyone wishing to honor a Monroe Public Schools staff person can purchase this award for 

a minimum donation of $25.  The coveted Star Award certificate may be presented to the honoree from the 

purchaser or the school principal at a staff meeting.  
   

Classic Movie Night: The last Tuesday of every month a classic Movie is played at Galaxy Theater in  
Monroe with a portion of the proceeds supporting the Monroe Public Schools Foundation. 
  
MPSF Cups: A thermal cup for either hot or cold drinks is available for a minimum donation of $15.  
This is a great way to show your support of the foundation, it would also make a great gift. 
  

For more information about the foundation or to make a donation please contact Sue Skillen, 
Executive Director, at 360-804-4317 or e-mail sue@monroepsf.org or go to our website at 
http://www.monroepsf.org 
   
ñThere is a place in America to take a stand:  it is public educationé.It is the underpinning of 
our cultural and political systeméIt is in public education that the American dream begins to 
take shape.ò                                                  ~Tom Brokaw~ 



 

Thank you ó08 Auction Corporate Sponsors 

Diamond Level-$1000 

American Family Insurance  Canyon Creek Cabinet Co  Monroe Digital Copy 

 

Emerald Level-$500 

First Heritage Bank  Quackenbush & Hansen CPA   The UPS Store 

Executive  

Perspective 

Renewing Members 

Seattle Cabinet & Millwork 

Monroe Antique Restoration 

Loweôs Home Improvement 

Because Givers Gain 

New Concept Properties Management 

Dale Montgomery Insurance 

Jarnot Engineering 

Research International 

Art Merchant International 

Indigo Dog Design 

Guest House Inn & Suites 

Main Clothing Company 

 

 

*No card at time of publishing 

 

Fourth Quarteréhow can that be? It was just January and 

suddenly we have the holidays directly aheadé  

 

What a year it has been! In my 40 plus years in the business 

world, I never remember a year like this one. So many of our 

Monroe businesses have been so dramatically challenged by the 

financial downturn. So many of our Monroe businesses are  

looking for answers to tough questions. So many of our Monroe 

businesses are seeking ways to reinvent themselves.  

 

In this spirit, we are going to devote our November luncheon 

to an open discussion of business ideas as we go into 2010é  

We will ask the room key questions and open it up for a full  

discussion from all attendingé Hopefully we will all leave the 

luncheon with new ideas.  

 

I would be interested in questions you might want askedé 

they could be  about marketing, budgeting, administrative  

issueséanything that might help as we move into 2010.  

 

Just email them to me at the Chamber office.  

 

This type of meeting has a real risk to ité we all need to have 

questionsé we all need to be prepared to share our thoughts 

and ideasé and most of all, we all need to work at making this a 

very meaningful discussioné 

 

Donõt forget the Candidate Forum next Tuesdayé We will see 

you all soon! 

http://www.amfam.com/agentlocator/myHomePage.do?agent=SPETT2
http://www.canyoncreek.com/
http://www.monroecopy.com/favicon.ico
http://www.firstheritage.net/monroe.html
http://www.qhcpa.com/
http://www.theupsstorelocal.com/2904
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360-794-6860 
Gipson & Woodruff, PS  

Serving The Monroe Community Since 1986 

 

James E. Gipson CPA, CFP 
Certified Public Accountant  
& Certified Financial Planner  

19480 SR 2 Suite F  Monroe, WA 98272   gipwood@msn.com 

�x�� QuickBooks  

�x�� Tax Planning  

�x�� Tax Preparations  

�x�� Retirement Plans  

�x�� Accounting Services  

 


