
March Chamber Spotlight 

Because Giverôs Gain                                              
Joe Easley 

Yesterday, I watched a small 

bird flying very fast, disappear into 
the canopy of an oak tree. So 
dense were its leaves that it was impossible to see 
what happened next, however, I can tell you, it  
remained inside the tree. 
 

I wondered how the little bird found its opening 
through the leaves at such speed, and then manage 
to gently align its fragile body on the branch it chose 
to land upon, all within a fraction of a second, not to 
mention the flying maneuvers required: the banking, 
the curling, the vertical and horizontal stabilizations,                                     
the deceleration and landing.  

 

Was it memory, calculation? Not in that tiny brain. Instinct? Maybe, but how 
does instinct know which way the branches of a tree have grown when no two 
are the same? 
 

That little bird just knew. It had faith, in spite of not being able to see how things 
would work out, that if (and only if) it stayed the course the details would be 
taken care of; that an opening would appear and a twig would be found. In fact, 
had she slowed down enough to carefully and logically inspect the tree first, the 
prudent thing to do, she would have lost her lift and fallen to the ground.  
 

Like reaching for your dreams, neither memory, calculating or instinct are  
deciding factors. I believe faith, positive thoughts, and forward winïwin actions 
tend to produce positive results. What do you think?   
           
Brought to you by: 

          ñThe Universeò (www.Tut.com ) & ñébecause givers gain!ò) 

Should you have an interest in learning about tried and true ideas for gaining 
greater returns with your advertising dollars, energizing word -of -mouth and other 
success stimulating actions, you can rest assured ñthe only pressure I will ever 
bring to a business meeting is the air pressure in the tires on my carò.  

        

Joe Easley  

425-280-5156 / Joe@bggain.com  

 

March Events  
RSVP 360-794-5488 

 
General Membership  

Luncheon  

Tuesday 03 -09-10 

Noon At the Rock Church 

16891 146th St SE 

*Check in begins at 11:30 AM 
 

Speaker: 

Dr. Ken Hoover 

Monroe Public Schools  

Superintendant 
 

Caterer: Sockeyeôs 

 

After Hours  

03-18-10 

Edward Jones 

5:00-7:00PM 

101 E. Main Street-Monroe 

 

Good Morning Monroe  

Friday 03 -19-10 

Goddard Room at  

Valley General Hospital 

7:00-8:30am 

14701 179th Ave. SE  

Monroe 

 

Community Awards  

03-25-10 
Monroe High School PAC 
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We have a guest perspective this monthé In 
last Mondayôs Herald, Mike Benbow wrote a 
column entitled  ñDonôt Sit and Wait for  
Successò. It applies to so many things we talk 
about on a regular basis here at the Chamber I 
thought I would pass it onto youéWith Mike Benbowôs permissioné 
 

Donôt Sit and Wait for Success 
 

If the recession has your business running a little ragged these days, 
you may want to go back to your roots. 
 

ñI believe your future success can be in remembering and being  
re-inspired by what you dreamed of when you first started your  
businessò Said Dan Koffman. 
 

Koffman has his own marketing and advertising business on Camano 
Island, and he was the feature speaker last week at the Marysville-
Tulalip Chamber of Commerce monthly luncheon. He encouraged small 
business owners not to just wait for things to get better. He said they 
should first look back to re-inspire themselves, and then look forward to 
the biggest obstacle they face in expanding their business. Koffman said 
the nationôs severe recession may very well have changed the game. 
Old tricks to boost business may not work. 
 

Business owners need to evaluate the resources they have to solve 
their problems and to look for ways to expand those resources.  
One way, he said, is to look for other businesses that you can promote 
and which can promote you. ñOne plus one is often more than two,ò he 
said. 
 

The search for more resources can also be as simple as buying a new 
computer system or hiring a certified public accountant or other  
professional to take a new look at a problem or to give you more time to 
focus on whatôs really important. 
 

ñYou may be so into your business that you have lost perspective,ò he 
said. ñYou may a new set of eyes.ò Koffman said those new eyes could 
be those of someone else or they could be your own.  
 

He encouraged business owners to step out of the box and look at 
things in new ways. ñYou canôt outspend your competition but you can 
outthink them,ò he said. Getting new ideas is an important element of 
developing a program to help your business grow.  
 

Koffman encouraged business owners not to sell themselves short. 
ñTake the notion that youôre not creative and throw it out the door,ò he 
said. He added that the solution to any problem is careful thought  
followed by a detailed plan. ñThe devil is in the details,ò he said. 
After you have evaluated your resources, expanded them as much as 
you can and looked for some new idea, it is time to develop a step by 
step program to get where you want to go. 
 

He said 2010 is the year to ñstep up or step out,ò noting that  
businesses that donôt promote themselves are likely to continue to 
whither.ñItôs time to be thinking outside the box and to step up and blow 
your own horn,ò he said. 

Executive Perspective  

Renewing Members 
Ben Franklin -Adrian & Deanna Taylor  

Community Transit  

United Methodist Church  

Kiwanis Club  

Mary Kay - Cheryl Gainsford  

Mary Kay -Lory Tossey  

Dial Travel -Al & Diane Vavra  

Alfy's Pizza -Lambe Family  

D R E A M 

Monroe Post Office  

City of Monroe  

Hearts Desire -Betty Jo McIntosh  

Clay Oven Cuisine of India -Raj Bajaj  

Dick's Tire Haus -Lucy & Dick Neuharth  

Vacationshop.com -Mike & Colleen Carlson  

Evergreen State Fairgrounds  

Comcast  

Flyin Lion's Screen -printing & Embroidery  

*No card at time of publishing 

New Members: 

Anytime Fitness -Greg Garka  

 

Christy's Vintage Vault -Lynn Gose  

 

John L. Scott Real Estate -Joan 
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